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Van Schouwen: Giving from the Heart
she thrifts a lot of her clothes, and it’s
important for us to be aware of the
impact that our possessions have on
us.”

“It’s a reminder that, once you graduate,
the world doesn’t revolve around you,”
he says. “Life isn’t meant to be lived
selfishly; it’s to be lived faithfully and in
service to God.”

It’s been over eight years since the
Hoekstras began hosting graduate
dinners in their home, and they plan to
continue the tradition for years to come.

Hannah Vanderhooft, a senior
who double-majoring in English
and theology, appreciated the
encouragement to plug into good
Christian community wherever she
ends up after Dordt.

“Commencement has its place, and I
am thankful that I get to shake students’
hands at the B.J. Haan Auditorium, but
I want to connect with students one
on one when I can, and the graduate
dinners provide a chance to do that,”
says President Hoekstra.

“They also talked about being stewards
of what we have. Barb mentioned that

SARAH MOSS (’10)

WORDS OF WISDOM
1. Know that God goes before you. He’s
the center of all, and he has called
you to work with him and for him
each and every day for your joy and
his glory.
2. Stay in touch with God in multiple
ways—prioritize personal devotions,
attend church faithfully, and develop
a group of Christian friends.
3. Your education never stops. Consider a master’s degree in your field,
read books within your discipline, join a book club, read news magazines.
Become wise like a serpent.
4. Put yourself around Christians and non-Christians who don’t agree with you
on every point. Know that non-Christians are watching. Spread the Gospel
without always needing to use words.
5. Get involved in the local community in which God calls you to live. Find a
church home, serve on boards, volunteer your time, build the kingdom, and
bloom where you are planted (and wear Dordt gear when you do)!
6. Financially, put yourself in a position to be able to quit your job at any time.
Learn to budget, drive a used car, buy second-hand furniture.
7. Stay in touch with this place. The Career Development Center and Alumni
Office are here for you for the rest of your life. We’ve invested in you, and we
want to cheer for you, encourage you, and network with you. We hope you’ll
invest back in your alma mater and encourage young people to come on
campus visits.
8. If you marry, focus your relationship on building up God’s kingdom through
mutual encouragement, support, and commitment. Consider adoption—if
we’re serious about being pro-life, Christians need to consider taking in
children. It just might be the best evangelistic effort you can make.
9. If you remain single, connect with friends who support and encourage one
another through the various stages of life. Realize that being single gives you
unique opportunities to serve others.
10. Don’t buy into the idea that YOU are the center of the universe and that the
goal is to have as much fun as you can and die with the most money. God is
the center of the universe and we are called to glorify him and testify to his
great love for us in this creation and in Christ Jesus.
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Brawand most appreciated the last
point: that he shouldn’t “buy into the
idea that you are the center of the
universe.”

S

everal months ago, I spoke with
a married couple who are Dordt
faculty members, alumni, donors, and
parents of a current student. Although
our kids are similar in age, the oldest
of their three children graduated from
Dordt in May while the oldest of our
four will begin his freshman year this
fall.
As we talked about
what brought each
of them to Dordt as
students, how they
met, where they
thought their careers
were headed, and
what brought them
back, one of the many
things they said stuck with me:
“No matter how much fun you had
as an undergrad, the challenges you
sometimes face as an employee, or
even how much love you think you
have as a donor, everything changes
when your child comes to Dordt as a
student.”
It’s easy to lose perspective. On any
given day, our enthusiasm can ebb
and flow. What we once thought
worth every sacrifice can lose its
luster based on the current price
of gas or how little sleep we got
the night before. It’s our uncanny
ability to experience both joy and
jadedness in 60 seconds that may
help explain why we are drawn to
stories and experiences that refresh
our perspective and revive our
soul—moments and seasons in life
that help us realign our priorities and
reestablish our goals.
It’s why as I accompanied our son on
a campus visit day and experienced
the excitement and heartfelt
enthusiasm of Dordt faculty and
staff, my love and respect for my coworkers grew. And it’s why, when we
give not out of obligation nor only out
of abundance, that our perspective is
refreshed and our soul revived.

KAREN VAN SCHOUWEN ('01),
DIRECTOR OF ANNUAL GIVING
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